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Trial Marriages
Are Not Novel

e

By A. W.

Mrs. Parsons’ Proposed Plan Hu Been Practised for
Ages by Many Races,

GREELY.

|| mon, say to hin wife,

ARRIAGE on trial” the mat-
rimonial reform proposed by
Mra, Parsons In her much
assalled book, “The Family,”
Is no novelty, The pro-
posed method of selectlon which has
silrred the pulpll to fronzy, of apithet-

feal protests, and seathing denuncli- |

tion, hius been In practieal operation
for countless centurles in nearly every
part of the world and flourishes today
with all the vlg::r of the traditional
bay tree in Amerioa, Africa, Asla and
the Islands of the Pacifie,

In the eovolution of the marriage
relation, probatlonal matrimony, In
ong form or another, has been a fea-
ture of the famlily life of prantically
every rnce. Mra, Parson' applieation
of the Inductive or Baconlan method
a8 a spocies of Arst nld to the Bros
stricken In thelr pursuit of matrimo-
ninl fellelty (cynien say the two words
are mutually destructlve and contra-
dictory) s an appeal to historioal ex-
periance of the race and not, an nearly
all of her vitupsfative oritics wssert, a
radical.  anafdhistle “reform™ of har
pwn areation,

In fact, Mra Parsons’ mal pld'
probation sugkehtion might OII'I
undue violpnos to Im and H-
ourncy of statement be “ealled tl."'&!l-
jean™ or “Wyandott" plan, as mar-
| on trial has Dbeen from
me Immemorial an established (osti-
mtlon among the Indians, Acoording
» the siatements of othnologists
nany Indlan  teibes  dissolve their
patrimoninl unfons as readily as they
mter In to Into them, and the Wynn-
ota, nocording to the testimony of
alle, had trinl marriages which ware
ding for o few days only.
Schooloraft tells us that among the
“marriage Is conaldered only
A temporary convenlence, not hind-
on the partles more than ane year,"
consequence Dbelng that “a large
portion of the old and middle aged
sn by frequent changing, have had
a1 'many wives and thelr ehlidren
Battered around the country are un-
own to them." Evidences of ex-
rimental matrimony and connublal
foty mare found among many of the
or American Indian tribes on both
tinants,
n parta of Qroenland six months In
trinl dead line, husbhand and wife
parnting It the "“two hearte-two
Ax" theory developa discord In-
nd of harmony, Marriages among
Botooudon, necording to Kennne, Is
a purely temporary naturs, “dls-
od on the slightest pretext, or

thout any protext at all, merely
pugh love of change or <caprice”
Tasmania®  says Dr.  Milligan,

nl" marriages result In a fuccession
In Bamoa the wife's tenure
Mee Is frequently limited to n fow
or woeekns, and marrlage Is somes
only fin excuse for the feasts and
dvilp mo denr to the hearts of the
ure-loving natives
the Indian archipelngo It 1s a com-
§ practice for formal martlages to
Ited-—somotimen for only a month
i@ of others for a perlod of several
. Bt John says that among the
in there are fow middlo-aged men
| Lhave not had several wives, and
- poes have beon known of youns
m of seventoen or elghtean who
| have already had three or four hus-
“band Tn portions of Tndo-China It s
i be n rare occurence for any wo-
p o arrive at middle nge without
n family by two or more hus-

{ven,"

Maldavians are so capriclous
often happens that a man mar-
Mnd divorces the samo  wWoman
e or four times In tha ocourse of
Wlife., Thoe Minghaless are aven more
difeult to ploasa in choosing partners,
Knox says: "Both men anll  womnn
have frequently to marry four or flve
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times before they can setile down con-
tented” Among the Mantras in the
Malay peninsula, It is not uncommen to
moet Individuals whe have been mar-
ried forty or fiffty times, The Red-
oulne are equally critieal, and men
forty-fivg years old have been known
to have had more than fAfty wives in
succession, which Ia probably the high-
water mark In the record of probation-
ary matrimony,

The trinl marriage Idea In firmly an-
tablished in parts of Permla, where a
“Highe" wife may be taken In mar-
ringe for a legally stipulated perlod,
which may vary from ane hour to nine-
ty nino years. The Eygptians are al-
#o wedded to the probation idea which
in the vallley of old Nilus probably is
more anclent than the allent Sphinx
and the pyramids of Glseh, Lane Is
authority for the statement that thers
are not many persons who have not
separnted from at least one wife If
they have boen married any length of
time, and he asserts that many Egyp-
tiane have in the course of fwa yearsy

even more wives, which In nh. fomd

to say the loast, There are many B-
gyptian women, still young, who baye
boen wives to a déxen or more men I
sucoesslon  beore discovering the des
sired haven of matrimonial happiness
or posalbly giving up the quest disil-
lusioned, He is also authority for the
statoment that some men have a new
wife every month for years bhefore dis-
his servants, a middle-aged man who
had taken nineteen wives In lrlai muo-
comnlon to hig bosom. Indeed, accor-
ding to Reade, among the Moors of the
Sahara It |s considered unfashionable
and vulgar to live too long together.
Ho sayn: “The leaders of fashion are
thosg who are oftensst divorced.”

What a blow at the boasted moclal
supremacy of Chicago and Newport!

In Abyyssinla marrlage Is genner-
ally entered Into for a perlod of years,
and throughout Africa It Is the custom
of many of the tribes to marry on trial
for a fAxed tlme, Among the Bondoa
It In the privilege of the husband to
send away his wife as often as he llkes.
This custom Is so widesproad that the
paternity of the children s gonerally
unknown,

The laws of the anclent Peralnns,
(irooks, Hebrows, Toutons, and Re-
mand made maparations easy. At the
close of the Roman Republle and in
the palmy days of the republic divorce
was a seandal of colossnl proportions,
Dialike was often considered sufMolent
grounda for divores, which was re.
gurded as merely a private act, The
Alouts used to exchange thelr wives
‘for food, and in Tongn n husbhand di-
vorces his wife when dissatisfied with
hor by simply telllng her to go. In Yu.
ontan & man might divorce his wite for
tha merast trifle,

Among some peoples custom has |1«
mited the right to separation after
trinl marringes. Among the Kukis the
miarriage I8 indlssolvable If the wife
becomen the mother of a son, but the
husband oan cast off the wife If they
disagres, providing that there In no
son born 1o them, The Red Karens In
Indo-China allow separation If there
are no children but forbld It otherwine.
In Wastarn Vietoria & mian can divores
a childless woman, but only after a
honring befors the ohlefs of his and
her tribes. Among the Bantals the
oconsent of the husband's clansmen
munt precede separation. Among oer-
tnin lower races, according to Wester-
marck, the congent of the woman s
nedensury to separation,

The Chinese code givea meven just
causes for divores Inclyding loquacity,
inattention to parenta-in-lnw, and 1l-
temper. One of the old Chiness books
declares: “When & woman hes any
quality that s not good, It s  but
Just and reasonable to turn her out of

married as many ns twanty, dhirty, or

onMth.mumm

doord. Among the anclents a wife wiha
turned away If whe allowed the house
to be full of smoke op If she frightened

“CURRENT SOCIAL EVENTS |

Lutheran church; Miss Maja Fredrick-
| son asalsting. Art events of this char-
acter appeal to the culture of Astoria's

the dog with her disagreenbly nolse"
Notwithetanding this, Waentermarck
declaren that divorce in rare in China. -

While Mohammed forbid the ecapri-
cloun repudiation of a wife, yet, pric.
tioally, n Mohammedan may, wheneyer
he pleason, without assigning any rea-
“Thou art divor-
oed” and she must return to her par-
ents, The “Laws of Manu” permiited
divorce of the wife If whe Adrank, was
wansteful or quarrelnome,

But the anclent customs among many
of the savage and semi-clvilized peoo-
plas gave the womun, as well as the
husband the rlght to sever unsatinfac-
tory mn’rrlun trials, In Mndagascar
a wife can divorce herself for maveral
causes and Whis is true of many of the
lower racen, Among the Columbians,
according to Mancroft, elther party can
dissolve the tie at will. All that is
necessary for n Bonak wife to do Is to
leave heér husband and he has no fur-
ther elaim upon her. Among the Nave
njoen, when o woman marries she be-
comes “free,” and may leave her hus-
band for any sufclent caume,

In the Hawalian Inlands “a man and
o woman live together as long an they
please and may at any time separate
and make cholee of other partners”
In Tahite and New Guinea marriage
onn bo dissolved whenever elther of the
parties desires It. Among the Shons,
Coloquobn says “should the husband
take to drinking or otherwise miscon-
ducting himself, thoe woman has the
right to turn him adrift and to retain
all the goods and meney of the part-
nerdliip” In Bormah, if one of the i
parties In unwilling te msu,_m’
[other Is free to ge, providing all the
| property except the clothen to wear 1e | §
L left behind. The Lrulas gustom gives
ha woman the right to decide whether |

talned. According to Kandh custom,
a wife ean return to her father's houss
within six months after marriage, and
It chlldiesn she can at any time quit
her huaband. i

In Eastern Central Africa if the hus-
band neglects to sew his wife's clothes
she may leave him, and among the Ga-
renganee a wife miy leave her hun-
band any time she cares to do so,

Among the more advanced nations
the wife, as In anclent Mexico, could
sue for separation as well as the hus-
band, In Guatemala the wife could
end the matrimonial venture upon even
as slight grounds as could the husband,
China refuses the wife n legal separa-
tion, but the Talmudie law of the He-
brews gave her certain cnuses upon
which she could mecure divorce. The
anclent Hindus and Teutons would al-
low the wife to leave her husband only
in cortaln exceptional clroumstances,
but among the Saxons and Danes In
England, according to Westermarck,
marringe might be dissolved at the
pleasure of elther party, the wife, how-
ever, belng obliged to return the price
pald for her If she left her husband
without his consent In most of the
Christinn states of Burope to-day the
wife is glven the same rights In divoree
a8 her husband, but In England other
charges in additlon (o Infidelity must
be proved ngainst the husband, and
similar conditiona are found in Ttaly,
Spaln and Portugal,

Among many savage tribes it ls the
custom to cast off the first wife when
ehe becomes old nnd ugly. Thls is true
of the Tahitlans, When an Aleat wife
"oonses to posses attractions of value
In the eyes of her husband she ls sent
back to her friende” A Malay fre-
quently tuyns away his wife as soon
nr she becomer ugly from hard work
and maternal cares. The Dyak hus-
band dismisses his helpmeot when she
Is too laxy or top weak to work, and
among the Singhalese slekness is
common reaton for the repudiation of
n wife.

But thern is another slde to the pro-
blem. Many of the lower rnoces view
marriage as a practically Indissaluble
raintlon‘ to be ended only by death,
The ,Greonlanders, sfldpm, rdpudlate
wiven who have ochlldren. Among the
Naudowesslon divorce |s remarkably
rare. The Irriquols, In anclent times,
regarded meparation disereditable to
both man and woman, Among the Pat-
tagonians marrlage In for a life time
In Tonga more than half the married
women are parted from thelr huss

(Continued on Page 1LY
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tho mutrimontal unlon fs to be main- |4

nicest people always,

The Monday Club's fair at the Reed
Bullding yesterday was thoroughly en-
joyable and wholly suoccessful and re-
fleoted happlly upon ita managers in
avery way,

A pleasant Informal sesslon of the
Eastern SBtar was held at the lodge-
room on Tuesday afternoon last, when
special honors were pald to Past Ma-
tron Barbara Hartwlg, the expression
of good will belng emphasized by the
bestowal of & beautiful bow! and pitch-
or of cut-glass ax n testimonlal of
the respect and affection in which she
is held by her fraters and friends In
tha order and out of . Musle and
refreshments contributed to the fur-
ther pleasures of the session; the oc-
ceanion belng the early departure of
the lady for her néw home In the Gol-
den State.

her home, #th and Duane sireets. The
afternoon wos spent in guilting, after
which Mrs. Schofleld apread a large
basket, brought by the ladies and
there found any amount of good things
to eat. Those present were Mre. J.
Wylard, Mrs. Chas. Burlingame, Mrs.
L. Moore Mrs. Frank Donnerberg,
Mra. Haryey Goodall, lttle Miss Clover
Burlingame and Master Georgle Good-
all

AN APT SUGGESTION.
“Astorls, Dec. §, 1008.
“To the Editor:
“An article was published In the
Budget of Fridsy evening o
Taw Abiding Citizen’ I have no de-
mumnmmﬁ.

Mrs, H. Goodall entertalned the
Clover Club on Tuesday nfternoon At
her home on Duane street. Tha par-
lors were beautifully decorated with
potted plants and ferns. After the
regular order of business a dainty
lunch was served. The center-plece
on the table was s beautiful bouquet
of Brides Roses

One of the events of the forthcoming
week will be the pipe-organ recital

On Friday afternoon a very pleasant
surprise was given Mre. Schofleld at

WMMW&W

Big December Bargains

e

At Astoria’s Great Shopping Center.
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3> "'F =

g‘rade for 8lc.

Silk Department.
For this week we offer 2,800 yards of

for linings and fancy work;
and 25 inch widths; very

all silk Jagi,
come in
special, the yard at

Crepe De Chines for
Du Barry Scarfs.

This is the favorite
faddish scarfs, and we
complete assortment
yard........... 1 N

Women's $1 Underwear 85¢

White or mnatural Merino pants and
vests, medium weight goods, sells regu-
larly for $1.00 the garment, qpeclal for

this week only at

Women’s Black Cashmere Hose, for
this week only at ............

Women's fine ribbed Cashmere Hose
for this week only at .....

Full assortment of Fleischner's Knit-

UG RUTH o irimnes sseiiions

Big selection of Challis Ginghams
and Calicoes............. .....

The best assortment of Ladies and
Children’s cloaks and suits in Astoria,

from $2.50 up to $35.00
Astoria Agents

Worcester Corsets.

Buy “someone” a Fur

Women's velvet Costumes.

one fourth.

smﬁ Dress Goods 81c.

All wool Panamas in 50, 52 and 54-inch
widths, the best wearing fabric made
tor walking suits, etc. $1.50 grade for
$1.19; $1.25 grade for 98¢, and the $1.00

Spechlhce_Snle
Mechlin and Maltese Laces In com-
plete sets; splendid for trimming so
many of the little things you'll be
making for pretty Christmos gifts, 1
priced like this:

%-Inch width, per yard............H0e
% -inch width for, per yard, 12 and 160
1-Inch width, M....‘Ih.ﬂaiu'ﬂo

Mechline Laces and Insertions, es-
pecially suitable for the trimming of
fine kerchlefs, waists or any articie
that needg the application of filmy,
foamy laces,

Seée These Kerchiefs

" All Linen Korchisfs with embroldered
and hemstitched edges 15¢, 250, 35¢
and up from ... §ssgabaa Ol

Initial Kerchiefs of pure linen, Rich-

25¢

T

fabric for these

have the most ardson's meke, hemstitched; 260
ssible, at, the { each, or g box of 8Ix £or, ....... §1.25
Fine Initial = Kerchiefs, hemstitched,

y $I.25 ‘"d $L50 35c grade, box of six for,...,...$1.50

Hemstitched Handkerchlefs, pure lin-
en, specinl values at ﬂo_ 250, 20¢,
170, 160, 12030 and.ceviernsniins «.10e

Calored Check Kerchlefs, the latest
fad In women's handkerchiefs, splen-
dld nssortment, specinl values nt
QREN o v nns s vaa iy LA sk

Elastic Bells

That's the newst and thesa ars among
the best; made in the nall-studded
effects, come In white, black or col-
ored and selling up from

85¢

. 25¢

40c

Scarfs and Boas—of Ostrich feathers,
In black, white or colors, every one
a special value; prices up from $15.00

Ribbon Specials

Miles and miles of Ribbon at this

.. 25¢ skein

4c the yard

each great Ribbon store, Hollday time calls
for ribboy for =0 many things, You'd
t better come hare today bent on ribbon

for Royal Sring.

No. 1, all eilk Ribbon, per yard....2¢c
Or the plece of 10 yards for....18c
No. 1% Ribbon, all ailk the yard..3c
Or the plece of 10 yards for..28¢
No. 3 Ribbon, all silk, the yard tor 840
Or the plece of 10 yards for....30c

Scarf or set of
Rednced

e S,

"THE A. DUNBAR CO.

Astoria's Foren\ost Dry Goods, Suit and qllk House,
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